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From the Editor
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This issue is church oriented. I suppose most of the
issues of the Visitor are church oriented in the broader
sense. But the feature on the Redwood Country Church;
the short article on "Which Church for Me?" and the
treatment of the Church Bulletin by Paul Hostetler
relate quite directly to the every day life of the congregation.
I could not help but wonder why that which is
happening at the Redwood Country Church could not
take place in all of our churches. I am certain similar
accounts could be related in a number of our congregations but I am equally certain that it could happen
in more — and I have a hard time believing that it is
God's choice that it does not happen.
The next issue of the Visitor will feature the General
Conference. Three persons will share their observations
of the conference. These along with pictures of the one
hundred and second annual conference will be an effort to
capture for all our readers the spirit and the feel of a
momentous conference.
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C. P. S. Reunion
The 27th Annual CPS Reunion will be held
Sunday, Aug. 6 at Camp Tel Hai, about 10 miles
south of the Morgantown Interchange of the Pa.
Turnpike. Erie Renno, who is pastor of the Locust
Grove Mennonite Church, will speak at the
worship service beginning at 10:00. There will be a
Sunday School hour for the young people with
special emphasis on an interesting program.
—Rov L. Bamberger
Elm, Pa. 17521
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Editorial
Understanding What One Reads
A N EXCITING phenomenon of our day is the
-^•rediscovery of the Bible.
This is seen in the small Bible study groups springing
up within established congregations. It is seen in similar
community groups which cross denominational lines.
The interest in the Bible is one of the promising signs
among the youth movement. The Roman Catholic
Church's new openness to the Scriptures is one of the
more significant facts of the current religious scene.
The multiplicity of Scripture translations and
paraphrases is both a result and a cause for this renewed
emphasis. It is not uncommon to find five different
"texts" in a small Bible study group. Some of these may
be versions emphasizing faithfulness to the original text;
others are paraphrases concerned about the meaning of
the text.
The power and influence of the Word is widely
recognized. As individuals and groups turn to the Word
their lives and their values come under its judgment. The
Scriptures themselves emphasize the power of the Word
of God. It is "living and active." It is like a sword. It
"discerns the thoughts and intentions of the heart." It is
valuable "for teaching, reproof, correction, and training
in righteousness."
This renewed interest in the Scriptures on the part of
laymen and clergy, young and old alike, calls for the
church to go beyond a doctrine of inspiration and
authority to a principle of interpretation of Scripture.
The open and uncritical approach which the small
groups bring to the study of the Bible may seem to be
ideal. The problem is that none of us come like this. We
all bring to our study of the Word a perspective of
interpretation which gives certain meaning to words and
texts and which gives priority to certain emphases.
The function of the Holy Spirit in making the Word
meaningful to the seeker is well recognized. The ability of
the Spirit to break through our biases and prejudices
should be acknowledged. But the New Testament
recognized an additional factor — the teacher. We recall
the incident of Philip and the Ethiopian. Here was
evidently a sincere seeker with his open Bible. We may
assume that the Holy Spirit was also present. But when
asked by Philip if he understood what he was reading
replied, "How can I unless someone guides me?"
We do violence to the New Testament understanding
of the church and the gifts to the church when we assume
that all we need is the Scriptures in the language and the
hands of the people. The church has the responsibility to
teach sound doctrine and to counter error. For this
reason pastors and teachers were and are given.
We have earlier suggested the increased number of
versions and paraphrases of the Scripture which are
available. To provide the Word of God in the language of
the people is a continuing obligation of the church. I do
not happen to share the sentiments that modern versions
and paraphrases are heretical in content and demonic in
origin. I thank God for every effort which makes the
Bible vital and its language contemporary.
But this multiplicity can be a mixed blessing. A variety
of texts used in a Bible study may add new insight and
enrichment to the study. They may also result in
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confusion and a vagueness of what the Scripture really
means. This uncertainty of meaning may lead to a casual
and non-commital approach to the Bible in general.
After all, how can one really know what the Bible
really means?
All of this becomes the concern of the church. This
concern needs to be reflected in the ministry of the
pastor. His ministry as a teacher and a teacher of
teachers is increased rather than decreased by this
rediscovery of the Bible by the laity and in light of the
proliferation of versions.
The pastor should be able to aid those who seek to
discover the meaning of God's Word. He must be able to
distinguish between the paraphrase and the more faithful
versions. He needs to add a theological dimension to the
study of Scriptures that integrates the study of the Bible
and sees the Scriptures in the context of God's complete
and His final revelation.
It becomes the responsibility of the pastor to provide
an interpretive framework for the study of Scriptures. It
may be a bit of an exaggeration to state and somewhat of
a shock to realize that if five Bible scholars from five
different traditions were given the identical text to
exegete or the same portion of Scripture to explain they
would come out with five variations of interpretation.
This does not mean that the search for truth is a futile
quest. What is does mean is that one's interpretation of
the Scriptures is determined by many presuppositions
which he brings to bear upon this study. Our presuppositions, as well as our interpretation, must be subject to
the full revelation of God. But no church nor fellowship
will long endure that does not have a common set of
presuppositions and a frame of reference for interpretation.
The local church needs the pastor. The pastor needs
the denomination.
What is the Brethren in Christ principle of scriptural
interpretation? What are the presuppositions held in
common? There are indications that in this we have some
homework to do. A group needs more than a doctrine of
the authority of Scripture. It needs a doctrine of how this
authority is interpreted. It is not enough for the church to
say "Jesus Christ is Lord." With this statement its work
is only well started. The task of the church — the
Brethren in Christ — is to discover what that biblical
affirmation means "on the road" in the closing decades
of the Twentieth Century. How does the church interpret
the Lordship of Christ?
The absence of a unifying doctrine of the interpretation
of Scripture will be more obvious as the emphasis upon
the small group Bible study increases and as into these
groups and our congregations come those from diverse
traditions. This can be an enriching experience for the
group and the church. It can also be a confusing one.
The unity of the fellowship and the group's sense of
mission will be enhanced if there is a common point of
reference from which our interpretation of Scripture
takes its direction. What this point is or what this
principle is, is brotherhood business of the first order.
There are many concerns calling for our attention. This
one warrants a high priority.
Z

Christ Builds
His Church
IV/fEN may build a sanctuary but it is Christ who builds
•'•*-'• a church.
The Redwood Country Church is a result of both God
and people working together in the construction of a
sanctuary and the building of a church.
Pastor Amos Buckwalter was present at the recent
General Conference but his thoughts were 2,500 miles
away. "People can't miss the services," he said, "without
missing something — exciting things are happening — I
even hate to be away a couple of Sundays for
Conference."
The story of the Redwood Country Church goes back
more than twenty-five years to 1945 when Rev. Ben
Books from the Upland, Calif., congregation moved into
the Grants Pass area (in Southwestern Oregon, about
twenty-five miles north of the California border). Brother
Books was given a plot of land in a choice location and
here he built a small, white frame, typical, Brethren in
Christ meeting house.
This original building served well but had become too
small and it was on Sunday, August 30, 1970, that an
excited little group of believers moved from this small
white church into their new sanctuary which was
dedicated later that fall.
The group soon adjusted to the convenience of wall-towall carpet and padded pews. There was now seating
capacity in the sanctuary for 400. The congregation
shared in the construction. Rain, having held up the work
at a crucial point, resulted in the congregation praying
4

for fair weather. Rain held off for three weeks. It rained
the day following the completion of the roof.
Not only was the involvement of congregation good
for the fellowship within the group, it also resulted in a
substantial savings in cost. A sanctuary seating 400, a
baptistry, pastor's study, nursery with closed-circuit TV,
wall-to-wall carpet, and furnishings, all was provided for
less than $47,000. One is reminded of the miracle of the
loaves and the fishes — God taking our little and making
it much.
But the building of a building is, in the case of
Redwood Country Church, the beginning and not the
climax of the story. Here were people who worked
together, saw their faith honored, had invested their time
and treasure in a house of worship and teaching, and now
before them was the challenge of facilities to be used and
pews to be filled.
The Spirit of God began to move. A thirty-five year old
mother received the Holy Spirit in one of the Friday
night Bible studies which are held in the homes. A
grandmother also accepted Christ that same night. The
following Sunday morning this young mother gave her
testimony in the worship service. The pastor followed this
testimony with a simple invitation. Several responded.
Among those responding was the young mother's husband, who although a Christian, was not clear as to the
Holy Spirit's place in his life. This new quest on his part
resulted in a marked transformation in his life.
Even though spiritual happenings had preceded all of
this, this Sunday morning set the stage for the Holy
Spirit's moving in revival. About six weeks later a week's
evangelistic effort was planned. God moved in a way
which the congregation had not seen before. There were
"wall-to-wall" people at the altar every night without
pressure preaching or pressure invitations. There was no
formal dismissal of the services. Converts would go back
to their pews and bring friends forward. Confessions were
made to individuals and to the group. There was a
wonderful spirit of love.
What is happening now following this week of
meetings? Revival continues. Youth and adults witness to

A view of an adult class in session.

individuals and go into other churches. A Saturday
morning breakfast with prayer and testimony is shared in
by a group which includes people from other churches.
The clock is not nearly so important in the church service
as it was before. Liberal expressions in personal
testimony is a part of many of the services.
Evangelical Visitor

The original church built in 1945 which has now become a part of the
expanded facilities.

The present sanctuary built in 1970 and dedicated in November of that
year.

The revival has other dimensions. Giving is up. Four
years ago the annual giving was $9000. Last year (1971)
it was $25,000. Worship attendance which had been
around 125 is now double. Two recent Sundays found
265 and 275 present for the worship hour.
Pastors who, in addition to B. M. Books, have had a
part in the life of this congregation, have been Hess
Brubaker, Glen Diller, William Lewis, and the present
pastor, Amos Buckwalter.

Several ministers, presently members of the congregation, share in the preaching and teaching ministry. There
are five Bible studies each week. Hardly does a week go
by but that someone finds Christ. New and fresh
testimonies are shared from the pulpit nearly each
Sunday morning. There is no fear of the altar. A visitor
to the service is a stranger only once.
Pastor Buckwalter says "To the leadership of the Holy
Spirit goes all the praise."

Which Church for Me?
Robert Mclntyre
r y R A N S P L A N T E D families sometimes find
*• themselves asking the same question often posed by
new believers in Christ: Which church for me? The need
of fellowship in the faith and of channels for service are
both real. And though loyalty and background may both
be the source of some inclination, they alone are not an
adequate basis for making a decision — particularly in
choosing between churches of the same faith.
How does one decide upon a church for himself and his
family? Here are some things to look for.
Vitality. This element may be difficult to define.
Webster calls it "the peculiarity distinguishing the living
from the nonliving." Is the worship more than form
(whether orderly form or disorderly form?) Does it center
around the living Christ? Do the preacher and people
convey the impression that they really believe what they
are singing, praying, and saying?
Commitment to excellence. Is the church absolutely
doing the best it can with the facilities, finance, and
personnel available? Anything slipshod or second-rate is
unworthy of the name Christian. "It doesn't have to be
the best. It's just the church" is not an acceptable attitude
for worship or service.
Biblical theology. Not every church that reads the
Bible believes the Bible. Know the difference. Is the
church's whole outlook influenced by the perspective of
the Bible (and not just a few select verses, either)? Is the
pastor's text a launching pad for a personal or political
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projectile or is it a floodlight illuminating life from a
biblical perspective?
Compassion. Is the church self-centered? Are virtually
all of its resources spent in self-preservation? Is it
concerned about the world — the whole world? Does it
mirror the compassion of Christ? Check this out in the
financial columns for church extension and world missions, and in the prayer meeting.
Friendliness. Probably you won't try twice anyway on
a church that isn't friendly. Are you accepted for
yourself? After worship, does the congregation regroup
into tight little cliques? Is a spirit of warmth and openesss
conveyed by members of the congregation as well as by
the pastor?
Vision. Is the church planning for tomorrow or does it
live in the past? Are all age groups well represented in the
congregation? Is youthful leadership evident? Your
children may attend the church you choose long after you
are gone. Does it have vision and outlook to cope with a
changing world?
When one commits himself to a given local church, he
does so not only for what he receives in ministry,
inspiration, instruction and directed worship, but because
it is the place through which he wants to make his own
investment of time, talent, strength and means in the
kingdom of Christ.
Choosing a church is an important decision. Weigh it
well.
—The Wesleyan Advocate

The Brethren in Christ
and Mennonite Mutual Aid
In an effort to give practical meaning to the concept of
Christian brotherhood and caring Mennonite Mutual
Aid provides to its members opportunity to share and
also to receive financial aid when heavy financial
burdens, due to illness, accident, or death are experienced.
The benefits of membership, which is open to members
of groups identified with the Mennonite Central Committee, are in a number of categories. These categories
with the past year's enrollment are:
Hospital-Surgical members
32,770
Student Health Plan
2,208
Burial Aid
3,072
Survivors' Aid
818
Auto Aid Vehicles
5,107
Mennonite Retirement
1,754
Benefits shared (1971) were:
Hospital-Surgical
$4,104,696.18
Burial Aid
$
20,150.00
Survivors'Aid
$
4,000.00
Auto Aid
$ 233,964.89
In addition to these direct benefits the following
ministries were provided as a wider part of the Mutual
Aid concept:
Catastrophe Aid
In 1971. $25,771.89 was distributed to 95 persons in
22 slates. These were grants beyond the terms of
the membership agreement to persons with unusual
financial need because of health costs.
Fraternal Funds
These are funds available for church purposes
which otherwise would be paid in taxes.
In 1971, $62,200 was available as a result or
fraternal funds. $54,000 was available to
denominational and inter-denominational projects
and $8,000 was designated for congregational use.
Creative Loans
In 1971, $42,000 was loaned for a housing project
in Indiana, a day care unit in Oklahoma, and
community development in Colorado and >ndiana.
Brethren in Christ share in Mennonite Mutual Aid. In
1971 there were 331 enrolled in Hospital-Surgical plans
and 14 enrolled in Auto Aid. John Zercher has been
serving as the liaison between the denomination and
Mennonite Mutual Aid.

Staff Developments at
Messiah Children's Home
New stalT members, Edward and Nancy Sider, have
come to the Messiah Children's Home as child care
workers. Assuming these duties as a Voluntary Service
couple they are succeeding Elwood and Hazel Buckwalter
who have served the Children's Home for seven years.
A farewell dinner was sponsored for the Buckwalters
by the Home's Board of Trustees and the Auxiliary
Board. Gifts were presented on behalf of both of these
Boards.
The summer stalT consists of Tony and Bonnie (Engle)
Alexander, who will be assisting as child care workers,
and Ruth Heisey who will be providing an educational
enrichment program. Social workers. Miss Kathy

Kreider and Ray Rife will be assisting James Lesher,
Administrator of the Home, in staff training and in child
case work.

C. W. Boyer
Honored
On the weekend of June 17-18, C. W. Boyer was the
recipient of a plaque honoring him for 35 years of service
with the Board of Christian Education. Dr. Robert
Smith, chairman of the Board of Christian Education,
presented the plaque commending Brother Boyer as an
outstanding Christian layman.
C. W. Boyer was appointed to the Sunday School
Board in 1935 and served through the years on the Board
of Christian Education with his main interest in the
Sunday school. He still believes the church will be in
trouble if the Sunday school fails. He has seen the
Sunday school as a means of reaching persons for Christ
and the church. Brother Boyer is recovering from three
serious surgery experiences. He and his wife are presently
residing with their son, Ernest, in Slingerlands, New
York.

Refton Dedicates Church
The new Refton Brethren in Christ Church was
dedicated on Sunday, May 28, 1972. This service was the
culmination to a series of five evening services around the
theme, "The Church's Ministry in Our Community."
Guest speakers included Nelson Hostetter, Rev. Cyrus
Lutz, Rev. Walter Lehman, Bishop Henry Ginder,
Bishop Charlie Byers, Rev. Jere Brubaker, and Rev. Roy
Peterman. A concert of sacred music by Dr. and Mrs.
Ronald Sider of Messiah College was a part of the series
of services.
The new church is located one block south of the old
church on Main Street, Refton. The two story structure
will seat 300, with overflow seating provisions for 50
more. The design is Colonial in both the exterior and
interior. A rugged cross of hand-hewn white pine
dominates the chancel area. The basement in addition to
classrooms serves as a large seating area for 200 at tables
for fellowship meals. The three acres of land for the
church was donated by John and Jennie McCullough and
family of Refton.
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Camp Kahquah Erects
New Kitchen-Dining Hall

Marvin R.
Keller
Ordained

Construction is nearing completion of the
Kitchen-Dining Hall complex at Camp
Kahquah.
Ground was broken for this new facility on
May 13 with Bishop Emeritus E. J. Swalm
turning the first shovel of sod. Among those
participating in the ground-breaking service
were Bishop Roy V. Sider, Bishop of the
Canadian Conference; Wesley Todd, Reeve of
Ryerson Township; and Merle Mater, Chairman of the Camp Kahquah Corporation.

This camp which serves the Canadian
Conference is located near Magnetawan in the
lake area about 150 miles north of Toronto. The
camp is owned by the Camp Kahquah Corporation with shares held by individuals and by the
Canadian Conference.
The new facility when completed will provide
for a year-around camping program. This
enlarged facility represents a growing program
over the ten years the Canadian Conference has
operated Camp Kahquah.

In the presence of the Valley Street congregation, Dayton, Ohio, which he has served as
pastor for the past three years, Rev. Marvin R.
Keller was ordained to the gospel ministry.
The afternoon of Sunday, May 28, was the
occasion for the ordination service with Bishop
J. N. Hostetter in charge. Assisting in the
service were Rev. Ralph Palmer, Rev. Elam
Dohner, and Rev. Glenn Hensel, pastors of
neighboring Brethren in Christ churches.
Brother Dohner also represented the Ministerial
Credentials Board at the service.
Brother Keller was born at Frackville, Penna., and was converted in his early teens in a
Holiness Church of God. It was not until in his
early thirties that he responded to God's call
upon his life to become a minister of the Gospel.
He came in contact with the Brethren in
Christ Church through a brother who attends
the Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa., and
another brother who was at that time a member
of the Palmyra, Pa., congregation (Robert, now
pastor of the Martinsburg, Pa., congregation).
The Kellers are the parents of three children,
Jean, Patricia, and Kenneth. They also have
three grandchildren.
Brother and Sister Keller will complete their
term of ministry at the Valley Street Church on
Sunday, July 30, and assume the pastorate of
the Marlyn Avenue Brethren in Christ Church,
Baltimore, on August I.

College

Again the founding purposes have been reaffirmed and these along with other data will be
a part of the material to be presented to the
evaluation team.

Sam and Erma Jean Bert and son left for
Macha Mission Hospital on June 27. He will
serve as hospital administrator, and she as halftime nurse.

Personnel Arriving Home

Dr. Henry and Edna Kreider and family left
July 18 for the Madhipura Christian Hospital,
in India.

(LEFT) Left to right: Merle Mater, President of Camp Kahquah Corporation; Wesley Todd, Reeve of
Ryerson Township; Bishop E. J. Swalm; and Bishop Roy V. Sider. (RIGHT) Bishop E. J. Swalm
officially turns the first sod for the new kitchen-dining room complex.
'

College Prepares for
Re-accrediation Visit
November 12-15 has been set as the time for a
visit by a team from the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. This
team is the first to visit the campus since the
college received regional accreditation nine
years ago in 1963. At the time of the team's visit
the college program and projections will be
carefully studied to determine its effectiveness.
When re-accreditation is received, it will indicate that the college has again received the
highest recognition for its academic program.
The accreditation in 1963 has contributed
substantially to the marked expansion experienced the past nine years. Students can now
readily transfer work done at the college to
graduate' schools most anywhere in' the world.
New faculty have been attracted to the college
and financial support available only to accredited colleges has been received.
With the growth of the college has come the
need to look at the purposes of the institution.
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Missions

Doyle and Thelma Book and family arrived
on the West Coast June 5, on furlough from
Japan.
On June 21, Curtis and Violet Nissly and
family arrived home from Zambia.
N. Lane Sollenberger completed a two-year
VS term in Rhodesia and arrived home June 22.
Dr. Paul and Mary Lenhert returned to the
United States July 12, having served for one
year of Voluntary Service at the Mtshabezi
Hospital, Rhodesia.
Departures for Overseas
Laverne Musser (VS) has been assigned to the
Macha Development project, Zambia, departing May 29.

Christian Light
Bookstore
Eleanor Whitney Visits Upland
The Fellowship Hall of the Upland Brethren
in Christ Church was the setting for a "Kick-Off
Dinner," Friday evening, July 7, for the promotion of Eleanor Searle Whitney's visit to the
Upland-Ontario area. Stan Long, Manager of
the Christian Light Bookstore, Upland, Calif.,
has been active in preparing for the four-day
visit of Mrs. Whitney. Her coming, July 7-10,
was known as "Joy in July."
to page fourteen

John Graybill

Mr. Asao Nishimura, Chairman of the Brethren in Christ Conference of Yamaguchi
ken, is on the right. His wife, Kimiko, is on the far left.

Introducing Mr. Asao Nishimura
A N AVERAGE Catholic believer
•^•becoming a Trappist monk is a
feat which not many folk achieve. For
Mr. Asao Nishimura (his name means
"West Village") the vigorous training
and many hours of required fasting
and prayer were too much for his weak
body. Thus he was forced to leave his
ministry in Hokkaido as a monk, and
r e t u r n to his h o m e town in
Yamaguchi.
One day during his recuperation in
Hagi, he was given a New Testament
of the Protestant faith to read. He
began to read. Intrigued by it, he
asked his friend if he could borrow the
New Testament for several weeks.
Receiving permission, Mr. Nishimura

Mr. and Mrs. Nishimura with one of their daughters.

began not only reading it, but also
copying it down in longhand — the
entire copy, from beginning to end.
This was the beginning of his real
search for Truth.
Soon afterward, he met the
Brethren in Christ missionary in Hagi.
Through his influence, Nishimura san
came to know Jesus Christ as Savior,
soon left the Catholic church, and was
baptized as a full-fledged member of
our Hagi Christian Church.
Being a college graduate, he
received employment in the public
school system and is presently a fifth
grade teacher in the Nagato city
schools. In addition, he holds the
honorad position of being on the

Radio and TV Board of Education in
Yamaguchi ken.
Being a self-supporting lay pastor of
the Nagato Christian church, Mr.
Nishimura and his wife and two
daughters are now living in the same
home where the missionaries had lived
previously. In addition to his varied
pastoral duties, last year Mr.
Nishimura was selected as the first
Chairman of the newly-formed
Brethren in Christ Conference of
Yamaguchi ken.
Recently, he was selected to represent the Japanese Brethren in Christ
church at the Ninth Mennonite World
Conference in Brazil from July 18-23.
From Brazil he will journey to North
America, where he will be visiting
various Brethren in Christ churches
until August 10.
Even though Mr. Nishimura does
not speak much English, please
welcome him warmly "as a brother in
the Lord," and then send him back
quickly to us. We need him badly in
Japan, and he will want to hurry back
also — to see his new son (we hope)
who will probably be born during his
absence.
EDITOR'S NOTE: Asao Nishimura
joins three other Brethren in Christ
representatives
from
overseas
churches at the Mennonite World
Conference. Rev. Hem Paul (India),
Rev. Sampson Mudenda {Zambia)
and Bishop Philemon
Kumalo
(Rhodesia) visited in the U.S. and
Canada prior to the Conference. Since
Mr. Nishimura is less well-known as
these other brethren, we offer this
introduction.
Evangelical Visitor

paper their daily deeds in order to discover, and
think together. Two were comforted to have the
assurance that they were on the narrow road. One
soon realized she was on the broad road. There in
the office she confessed her evil deeds to a loving
and forgiving Saviour.
Bi-weekly I meet with 120 girls for Sunday evening
meditation in the Word. These are informal times, with
testimonies and singing. In the last meeting, 17 girls
remained afterward for counsel and prayer. We shared
together needs and requests and had a valuable time in
prayer.
Bible Memory Association, originating in the
U.S.A., is another ministry recently opened for our
African youth. I listen to the girls on Sunday
afternoons as they recite their weekly memory
lesson. This gives a wonderful opportunity to point
out Bible truths to them in each lesson.
Prayer groups always stimulate faith. Several girls and
I meet three nights a week from 6:15 to 7:00. We read
together one or two verses and unite our prayers on one
special request or need.
Discipline and punishment seem to go with the title
of Hostel Mistress. This is one of the undesirable
asbects of the job, but these experiences can bring
student and teacher together through prayer. Lies
and stealing are the most common problems to deal
with at present. Pray that I will always use this
open opportunity well.

t*

Pray
With
Me"

The work in the sewing room for a two-hour period
brings teacher and pupil into a working relationship. If a
girl gets angry or upset when asked to rip out a seam in a
garment, it again gives an open chance to speak privately
and give counsel.

Mildred Myers

Early Sunday morning I was having my devotions,
when I heard a faint knock at my door. I thought it was a
bird pecking, but after a few minutes I heard the sound
again. I went to the door and found one of the students,
Leaflet, there. "What can I do for you at this early
hour?" I asked. "Pray with me," she said. She could not
sleep because she had had a quarrel with some of the girls
the day before, and her attitude towards the other girls
was troubling her heart. We read together Ephesians
4:23-32, then prayed.
During the study of Matthew 7:13-14 in class, three
of the girls said they did not think it possible to
know which road they were travelling. I called each
of these to talk with theni individually. We listed on
Mildred Myers is domestic science teacher at IVanezi Secondary
School, matron of IVanezi Homecraft School, and Hostel Mistress of
all school girls.
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I want to daily depend fully on the _Lord,
allowing Him to supply wisdom so needed in
helping these secondary and homecraft girls in their
daily needs and problems. "There are many ways in
which God works in our lives, but it is the same
God who does the work in and through all of us
who are His." I Cor. 12:6 — Living Letters.
Upper left: "Please rip this seam and sew it better."
Below: Homecraft instruction by Mildred Myers. Note the tin can
(chosen as near proper size as possible) used as measuring cup.

Above:
NICARAGUAN DEACON CONSECRATED—On Saturday, June
17, the first deacon in the Nicaragua Brethren in Christ Church was
consecrated. Salvador Solorzano Ponce will serve for three years. He and
his wife, Luz Cortez Solorzano, were early converts under the ministry of
Howard and Pearl Wolgemuth, and were in the first group to be baptized
in August 1968. They lived in Esquipulas.
Left:
NIGHT SERVICE AT SCHICK, NICARAGUA—At our first evening
service at Reparto Schick, we had about 200 people in attendance. The
group averages two-thirds children and one-third adults.
The house we use is 12 by 15 feet. You can see that we spread out of
the house onto the patio. Discipline with the children is a real problem.

Since Patras Hembrome, the District Superintendent of the Santal Church, was an
eyewitness of this tragedy, he was asked to write an account for the Prime Minister.
Mrs. Indira Gandhi. In his own words he tells of the sadness of human degeneration,
taking place only a few miles from where we live, and involving people we know.
—Harvey Sider.

"The Crowd Was Now Making for Us.
It was November 22, 1971. I was on tour, with stops
at Banmankhi, Balwa and Barkibaree. It was about 1:00
p.m., when I passed through Chandwa, a little village
near Barkibaree. All was peaceful. When I arrived at
Barkibaree a few minutes later, I saw a lot of Santals
looting the crops. Immediately I became apprehensive,
but didn't know what it was all about.
Toward evening I started for home on my motor cycle.
When I turned onto the main road, to the north I saw a
big fire about one mile ahead. I supposed that someone
was burning the newly-cut rice straw. But as I travelled
north, I saw several cars lined up along the road. I was
10

very surprised indeed, for in this rural part of India I
had never seen such a sight before. A great crowd was
milling around this area.
As I got still a bit closer, I realized that a Santal village
was burning. All around the village were people. I
thought "Maybe they have come to put the fire out." But
I saw no Santals—which again surprised me, since this
was a heavily-populated Santal area and a Santal
village that was burning. When I got right up to the
to page twelve

Evangelical Visitor

Pulpit and Pew

sun6ay Bulletin
Paul Hosteller

A LL TOO OFTEN upon observing
• " • t h e quality of w o r k m a n s h i p
produced by the followers of Christ, I
am reminded of the words of Jesus in
Luke 16:8: ". . . the children of this
world are in their generation wiser
than the children of light." Many
illustrations could be given but just
one will be considered here.
Sunday Bulletins.
These are usually four-page folders
placed in the hands of persons who
attend the worship service on Sunday
morning. They generally include the
order of service, reports of past activities, announcements of coming
ones, and sundry quotations.
My Funk and Wagnalls dictionary
holds that a bulletin is a "brief official
public statement . . . a periodical
publication." So it would appear that
the word bulletin used in connection
with the weekly production generally
edited by the pastor is not a misnomer.
The need of a Sunday bulletin seems
rather obvious in most circumstances,
and few people will seriously question
this. Standing on this assumption, the
topic under scrutiny is not what we are
doing, but how we are getting the job
done.
First of all, the bulletin stock will be
considered. Here one should use
"nothing but the best" as a carpenter I
used to work with often declared. (But
then he usually produced nothing but
second best!) The Brethren in Christ
bulletin service, with covers in full
c o l o r , is very g o o d . And the
denominational materials which
appear on page four from time to time
are an added blessing. If your church
is not using these, ask some responsible person why.
The writer is the associate pastor
Gram ham Congregation.

Evangelical Visitor

of

the

Having gotten past the front cover
on a Sunday morning, what kind of
impression do you get from the inside
pages'? Good, bad, or ho-hum? Not
nearly enough bulletins fall into the
first category, and hence far too many
are in the second or third.
Sometimes the typewriter and
mimeograph machine are at fault.
Even the most efficient secretary can
go only so far with poor equipment.
However, I have been amazed with the
quality of work done on inferior office
machines by enterprising secretaries
who learn to cope with the idiosyncrasies of the malfunctioning beasts!
Trustees, you can't afford not to
have good equipment. I know of at
least one good tither who took himself
and his funds to another church
because of his feelings about the
necessity of a neat Sunday bulletin.
But whether equipment is good or
bad, there is no acceptable excuse for
margins not parallel to the page, unequal right and left margins, or lines
not parallel to the top and bottom of
the bulletin. Most secretaries
producing such shoddy work in a
"children of this world" office would
soon be looking for a less exacting job.
In setting up the pages of the
bulletin it is important to "take a dry
run" by first typing a rough draft.
Unless the typist is exceedingly
proficient or the pastor unusually well
organized, when the original copy is
typed directly on the stencil it usually
looks a bit haphazard and "afterthoughtish." Extra time taken here is
well worth the effort.
Now, let's come to the copy in the
bulletin itself. The first consideration
here will be the Sunday morning order
of service, usually appearing on the
first inside page.

The top of this page should have the
name of the church, the date, and the
pastor's name unless printed on the
cover page. Following these should
appear the Sunday morning church
activities which come before the
worship service. This is then followed
by the time of the service and the order
of service.
It is helpful to break the monotony
of the page and assist worshippers in
finding a particular part of the service
by using from three to five headings
with following items indented a few
spaces. For example, one such heading
could be:
Prayer
Prayer Hymn No. 70, "New Every Morning.
Moment of Silent Prayer
Voluntary Prayers, from Congregation

The above a p p e a r e d in the
Grantham Church order of service
recently. The next heading was
"Precept" and was followed with
items relating to the sermon.
When either instrumental or vocal
music is listed in your bulletin, you
should be careful to name the composer and arranger unless the music is
in the church hymnal. Even though
you may not be especially interested in
this, other people are.
Remember that no matter how well
done (or rare) your bulletin is, too
much repetition will become boring.
You can keep yourself out of such a
deadly rut by changing some details
from time to time — say no less
frequently than each month. The
voluntary prayers in the example
above, replaced my usual much-toolong pastoral prayer and was a most
welcome change according to the loyal
members of my household!
Some pastors insult the people in
the pew by announcing the order of
service even when it is printed and in
the hands of all. This is neither
necessary nor wise, and is a waste of
time.
Les Tarr, a former Baptist pastor,
now at Central Baptist Seminary in
Toronto, contends that the Sunday
evening service should be given
bulletin space equal to the morning
meeting. He feels that we cannot help
but downgrade the importance of the
evening service when we use only a few
lines to announce it. It seems like he
has a good point there.
Now — the announcements. These
should be listed in chronological
order. The captions in our bulletin are
usually "Later Today," "The Coming
Week," "Next Sunday," etc. Only
items of special importance break into
this sequence. Here again the need of a
rough draft is evident. It is so easy to
to page twelve
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THE CROWD
from page ten

crowd, then I saw people with guns,
swords, bows and arrows, and big
sticks in their hands, so I knew there
was trouble.
The road was full of people and I
thought there would be no room for
me to pass through. It seemed that
people wanted to stop me, too, but as
the cycle was rather noisy and 1 was
going fast, they made way for me and
I narrowly escaped. I learned later
from others that after I was through
the crowd, the people realized I was a
Santal so a shot or two were fired after
me, but missed.
At this time I saw several women
with children in their arms rush out of
the burning houses. Immediately they
were shot at with arrows and people
beat them with sticks. I learned later
that the "official" death toll was set at
14 — 4 by burning inside their houses
and 10 by guns and swords, etc. However, the real toll I don't know. And
all those who did escape, it was only
with sword or gun or arrow wounds
on his body.
I had proceeded only a little
further north on the highway when I
met the only Christian of the village
(converted less than a year earlier). In
desperation he called, "Stop, stop!"
So then I asked him, "What is
happening here?" He replied, "The
landowners are looting our village
and killing all Santals in sight." So I

said, "Quick, get on my cycle and we
will get away from here." But he refused, saying, "I don't know where my
boy is—I must find him first."
Then we both saw that the crowd
was now making for us. So immediately I drove off on my cycle, and my
Christian friend ran into the fields.
Having run a little way, he came to an
electric pole, stopped, and prayed,
"Oh God, if you are the living God,
somehow save my child." Just a
couple of minutes later the boy
escaped out of the house and from
the rest of the crowd with no more
damage than a singed head. Both ran
away. (The mother and the rest of
the children had that very morning
left the village to visit her parents,
hence missed the holocaust).
This incident created considerable
wrath among the Santals who are generally pressed down by the rich landlords. But the Government stepped in
and gave good medical care to the
wounded, and took steps to repair the
damage done.
Told by Patras Hembrome
Translated by Harvey Sider
SUNDAY BULLETIN
from page eleven

overlook an item the first time
through.
One very common "sin" of pastors
is taking too much time to emphasize
certain printed announcements. This
creates at least two problems. First, it

takes too much time. The people have
come to worship, not to plan their next
two weeks. Second, the people will
come to depend on the pastor's ment i o n i n g the " i m p o r t a n t " announcements and will not read all
items as carefully as they should.
The wrap-up of a bulletin is usually
quotations. If you can't do this with
care, don't. White space is more
pleasing to God and His children than
a quotation chosen in a last minute
rush. Just because someone has placed
something in quotation marks does
not determine its validity or quality.
Many quotations which appear in
church bulletins are either rubbish or
closely related cousins.
If you had written this article you
would, no doubt, have stressed some
other things — things which could well
be more important than those mentioned above. Or, perhaps you totally
disagree with some of the suggestions.
Why not write a letter-to-the-editor?
The people that give Editor Zercher
nightmares are the people who never
react to Evangelical Visitor items for
the simple reason (he suspects) that
they don't read them.
To conclude — Sunday bulletins
should rank favorably with printed
matter produced by "the children of
this world." Anything less is an affront
to believers and a totally unnecessary
offense to non-Christians. Even though
none of us can achieve perfection in
this respect, all of us can make some
positive moves in that direction.

Empathy
Charles S. Williams, Jr.

If I were the teacher of a Sunday school class,
prepared with the answers to the questions they'd ask,
prepared to discuss the lesson that day
but my class just sat there, their minds gone astray,

Although I don't have these positions to fill,
and I know that it's possible I never will,
If I pay attention and show some concern,
would I be surprised at how much I would learn?

How would I feel? I wonder.

How would I feel? I wonder.

If I were the pastor with a message to give
of the stories of Jesus, or the way we should live,
all primed and ready with thoughts to be shared
but people ignored me, as if no one cared,

The moral of this poem is easy to see,
what if the other guy really was me.
Would I show some interest? contribute my share?
Would I just attend? Or really be there!

How would I feel? I wonder.

How do I feel? I wonder.

If I had the chorister's job to perform
to lead in the singing on some Sunday morn.
I picked out the music, a song we all know
but nobody joins me, just a lonesome solo,

When the chorister leads us, let's sing loud and clear,
When the pastor is speaking let's all lend an ear.
When the teacher has asked us to "please read a verse.
Remember this moral, "positions reversed."

How would I feel? I wonder.

And we'll all feel better. No wonder.

The writer is a member of the Mastersonville Congregation. A tlantic Confetenet
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General Conference Quizzing
A Pictorial Review

Quizmaster Roger Witter

Allegheny

Pacific

Atlantic

Canadian

Midwest

General Conference playoffs
Team rosters
Atlantic Conference—LANCASTER
CHURCH
Coach—Charles S. Crider
Captain—Greg Crider
Asst. Captain—Deborah Horst
Robert Hess
Beth Miller
Larry Stauffer
Canadian Conference — DELISLE
COMMUNITY CHAPEL
Coach—Rev. Robert Climenhaga
Captain—Herb Anderson
Asst. Captain—Bonnie Anderson
Russel Funk
Tim Shostal
Allan Zoerb
Allegheny Conference — GREEN
SPRINGS CHURCH
Coach—Connie Kipe
Captain—Barbara Lehman
Asst. Captain—Charles Lehman
Richard Lehman
Mark Alleman
Doris Lehman
Douglas Hock
Karen Alleman
Midwest Conference— COLORADO
SPRINGS CHURCH
Coach—Esther Engle
Captain—Wendell Engle
Asst. Captain—Susan Engle
Connie Fager
Enola Lindt
July 25. 1972

Pacific Conference — REDWOOD
COUNTRY CHURCH
Coach—Nancy Sutter
Captain—Karolyn Diller

Asst. Captain—Janis Lauber
Doris Mesenbrink
Dynell Faszer
George Corvan

THE FINALISTS
First place: Atlantic team, Lancaster, Pa.
Second place: Canadian team, Delisle, Sask.

CHURCH NEWS
from page seven

ALLEGHENY
CONFERENCE
The Clear Creek Church reports that Randy
Clark received the Boy Scout "God and Country Award" May 14. His mother was presented
with a pin at the same time. On May 21 Dawn
Elaine Miller, organist of the church was
presented with the Christian Citizenship Award,
and a Bible furnished by the Everett
Jlinisterium. For the first time this award-was
given two years in succession to members of the
same church and the same family — Cathy and
Elaine, the daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Earl
Miller.
A farewell service was held at the
Chambersburg Church on May 31 for their
student pastor, Dale H. Engle, at which time he
was presented with a love ofTering. He had
organized a Teen-age Choir while there. Rev.
Charles Rife is the pastor.
The Clarence Center Church invited their men
to a Father and son Banquet, March 18. Some
of the women entertained with the theme
"Remember When." The Harmony Four from
the Indian Falls, N.Y., Methodist Church
provided the music. Pastor Richard Long conducted the service. The Messiah Chorus
presented an evening of music Good Friday
evening.
A service of baptism at the Grantham Church
was conducted the morning of May 7 when
seven were baptized. The following Sunday ten
were received into the fellowship of the church.
Dr. Robert Ives is the pastor and Rev. Paul
Hostetler associate pastor.
Dr. Ernest Grosse was evangelist at the Green
Springs Church April 7-16. April 30 was the
occasion of the Annual Christian Education
Conference. Three area churches participated
with guest speakers Robert Barr, Rev. Paul
Snyder, and Rev. Delmas Hock bringing the
messages. Special music was presented by the
Melodettes Trio. Rev. John Rosenberry is the
pastor of this church.
The Hanover Church reports a beautiful
portrayal of the Easter story in words and action
by the Primary and Junior Department, with
young people sharing in music and reading. The
sermon was by Merle Brubaker of Messiah
College. The closing scene was the dedication of
a baby by the pastor, Rev. Samuel Lady. The
baby's mother attended Vacation Bible School
fourteen years ago, was recently saved with her
husband, baptized, and is now worshipping with
the congregation.
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Thompson pose before da
Vinci's painting of "The Last Supper" presented
by them to the Blandburg Congregation. Rev.
Harry Lee Ritchey is the pastor.

The Hollowed Church reports that Rev.
Kenneth Engle was installed May 28 as
associate pastor. A new Allen organ and
Yahama grand piano were donated by an
anonymous donor. A dedication service is to be
held later.
On Palm Sunday, March 26 five children
were dedicated to the Lord by Pastor Amos
Kipe at the Iron Springs Church.
The Montgomery Church of which Rev. Paul
Z. Hess is the pastor, reports some highlights of
the past several months: On March 12 the
Crusaders presented Paul Unruh with his
"Gospel Magic"; March 17, 18, 19 the Eldon
Berts presented their missionary films on our
missions around the world. On March 26 was
Christ Crusaders Day with the young people
having charge of the services and Wesley Frey, a
student from Messiah College, giving the
message. In the evening " T h e Peaceful
Warrior" was given by eight college students.
Easter Sunday, April 2, featured the Teen Choir
singing "Let Us Break Bread Together" as the
church observed Holy Communion. The church
recently held a baptismal service for four candidates. On June 25 the pastor, Rev. Paul Z.
Hess welcomed six into church fellowship. The
VBS from June 12-23 had an attendance of 176.
The VBS offering was given for sending of
children to Camp Brookhaven.
The youth of the Mowersville Church held
their annual Crusader Day Sunday April 9 with
a team from the Teen Challenge Training
Center at Rehrersburg, Pa., as special guests.
Louis Velez, leader of the team, provided special
music. Four converted drug addicts shared their
testimonies during the services. The evening
service was taped for a radio broadcast. Rev.
Avery Musser is the pastor.
On May 28 one college graduate and seven
high school graduates were honored at the
Redland Valley Church. The pastor's wife, Mrs.
Jay Sisco, spoke to the graduates.
The Shermans Valley Church welcomed two
members into its fellowship April 30. Revival
services were held May 7-21 with Rev. Delmas
Hock as guest speaker.
The* South Mountain Chapel, pastored by
Rev. William Engle, reports four young people
giving talks on "Jesus, God's Gift to Man" for
Crusader Day at the church. In the evening Rev.
Charles Lenker was the speaker with the
"Natural Tones" furnishing the music. Around
40 people attended the Sunrise Service Easter
Sunday with Rev. Ira Stern as the speaker.
Breakfast was served in the basement. Rev. and
Mrs. Stern spoke in the morning service. Rev.
Carl Stump conducted the revival service April
21-23 and April 30 Rev. Paul Snyder from
Messiah College was the speaker in the morning
service as part of the Christian Education
Conference sponsored by three congregations —
South Mountain, Mowersville, and Green
Springs.

Jacob Funk, the retired pastor, who offered
prayer.
The Sunshine Band of the Cross Roads
Church enjoyed a well planned MotherDaughter Fellowship with 144 ladies present on
May 16. Mrs. Dorcas Climenhaga was the guest
speaker and the dinner was served by ladies of
the Maytown Church.
The Maytown congregation set aside Sunday,
May 21, to observe the 50th Anniversary of the
congregation. Guest speakers included Rev.
Harry Brubaker, Rev. Warren Hoffman, Rev.
John Bicksler, Rev. Avery Musser, Rev. B. E.
Thuma, and Rev. John Hiestand. Dr. Glenn
Hoffman, Dr. Harold Engle, and Clair
Hoffman, sons of the congregation and active in
the denomination and in their local churches,
also spoke. Interesting features reflecting the
past in the life of the congregation added to the
significance of the day. Earl E. Herr is pastor of
the congregation.
The Mt. Pleasant congregation observed
Family Week with a dedication service of three
children to the Lord. Also two persons were
baptized. Over 100 participated in the MotherDaughter banquet on May 11 with Mrs. Glenn
Frey presenting a missionary message. A Family Life Conference was held May 14 with Rev.
Russel Baer as speaker. In the evening Rev.
James Lesher and Dr. Samuel Brubaker spoke.
On May 28 the Maranatha Production
presented the play, "The Christian Warrior."
On June 11 the Refton Church had a commissioning service for Mr. and Mrs. Larry
Helmuth who will be moving to Hunlock Creek
as lay missionaries.
The Shenk's Union Church held missionary
services June 3-4 with the Harvey Siders
showing pictures of India, Mr. and Mrs. Eldon
Bert showing the film "Along the Navajo
Trail," Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Frey speaking in
the Sunday morning service, and Rev. and Mrs.
Ira Stern and Miss Mary Heisey speaking in the
evening service on Africa.
The Souderton Church reports the dedication
of five children on Mother's Day. The VBS had
an average attendance of 200. The project
provided funds for the Home Making Course in
Banmankhi, India.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE

CANADIAN CONFERENCE

Sunday, May 21, 1972, marked twelve years
from the time their new sanctuary was dedicated
to the time of the mortgage burning ceremony in
the Fairland Church located at Cleona, Pa.
Participating in the ceremony was the pastor,
Rev. David E. Climenhaga, Theodore Books,
representing the Trustee Board and the Rev.

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Winger celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary May 13 with an open
house at the Bertie Church to which approximately 90 friends came. They were
married May 3, 1922 by the late Rev. Girvin
Bearss. The Wingers have one son, Paul, and
two granddaughters.
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The Falls View WMS featured well known
author and converted alcoholic. Miss Lee
Bryant of Toronto Bible College. The Pioneer
Girls held their closing banquet June 8 with
mothers and pals. Thirty seven girls were
presented with Badges and Ranks with Mrs.
Marilyn Fretz as Chief Guide. The Harold Nigh
family reported on their year spent in Europe
and the Holy Land and showed their pictures.
Ridgemount Church in Hamilton. Ontario,
reports 16 being baptized and 8 received into
church fellowship June 11. John Schock is the
pastor.
Rosebank Church, Ontario reports 14 persons
were welcomed into its fellowship on June 4.
Also three children were dedicated to the Lord.
Rev. Wayne Schiedel is the pastor of this
church.

MIDWEST CONFERENCE
The Rosebank Church welcomed the 4-H
Club of Ramona into their worship services.
Pastor Charles Norman's sermon was entitled
"Four Good Goals." Young ladies from Tabor
College, Hillsboro, Ka., brought special music
and gave their personal testimony. VBS was
held May 30-June 3.

BIRTHS
Bender: Duane Allen, born May 18 to Mr.
and Mrs. Steve Bender, Mt. Pleasant congregation. Pa.
Galbreath: Shelley Lynn born May 17 to Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Galbreath, Shenks congregation, Pa.
Pryor: Lori Lynn, born June 1 to Mr. and
Mrs. Roy Pryor, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Stinson: Kenneth Ray, born May 31 to Mr.
and Mrs. Ray Stinson, Hollowell congregation,
Pa.
Borell: Brian Keith, born June 5 to Mr. and
Mrs. Greg Borell, Sippo Valley congregation,
Ohio.
Chester: Karis Annette, born June 16 to Mr.
and Mrs. Leonard Chester, Asbury Theological
Seminary, Wilmore, Ky., Walsingham congregation, Ontario.
Wenger: Susan Rebecca, born June 14 to
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Edward Wenger,
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Booker: Melissa Ann, born March 21 to Mr.
and Mrs. Gordon Booker, Wainfleet congregation, Ontario.
Cayman: Brian Lynn, born June 17 to Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald Gayman, Chambersburg congregation. Pa.
Miller: Rodney Lee, born April 19 to Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Miller, Montgomery congregation. Pa.
Musser: Troy Edwin, born March 31 to Mr.
and Mrs. Kenneth Musser, Air Hill congregation. Pa.
Snyder: Christopher Luke, born May 14 to
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Snyder, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Burkholder: Heather, born June 13 to Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Burkholder, Woodland,
Calif., of the Upland congregation, Calif.
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Martin: Cathy Sue, born May 27 to Mr. and
Mrs. Arlan Martin, Paramount Congregation,
Md.
Musser: Charity Dawn, born May 20 to Mr.
and Mrs. Charles W. Musser, Managua,
Nicaragua.
Nigh: Howard Alexander, born May 26 to
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Nigh, Springvale congregation, Ontario, Canada.

WEDDINGS
Carter-Lightcap: Joanne, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Roy Lightcap, and Glenn Ray, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Carter, both of Columbia,
Pa., June 3 in the Manor Church with Rev.
Henry N. Hostetter, pastor, officiating.
Holbert-Martin: Darlene, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Vernon Martin, Clayton, Ohio, and
Francis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Holbert,
Cambridge City, Ind., June 3 at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Martin, Jr., Dayton,
Ohio, with Pastor Ralph Palmer officiating.
Peterson-Musser: Martha J., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. John Musser, Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
and Glynn E. Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs.Clynn E.
Peterson, Sr., Carlisle, Pa., May 28 in the
Carlisle Church with Pastor Walter Winger
officiating.
Underkorfler-Umberger: Carol Sue, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Austin W. Umberger,
Harrisburg, Pa., and Gerald Leroy, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Leroy Underkoffler, Palmyra, Pa.,
May 27 in the United Methodist Church,
Hershey, Pa., with Rev. Thomas W. Guinivan
officiating.
Brenner-Frey: Susan E., daughter of Mrs.
and Mrs. John K. Frey, and James M. Jr., son
of Mr. and Mrs. James M. Brenner, Sr., both of
Highville, Pa., in the Manor Church June 17
with Rev. Henry N. Hostetter officiating.
Becker-Mosier: Avis Ann, daughter of Mr.
and the late Mrs. J. B. Mosier, Tipp City, Ohio,
and Stephen Bruce, son of Rev. and Mrs.
Abraham A. Becker, Springfield, Ohio, in the
Phoneton Church, June 18 with Rev. Elam O.
Dohner, pastor of the bride, and Rev. Abraham
Becker, father of the groom, officiating.
Pace-Nan: Deborah Kay, Fairborn, Ohio,
and James William Pace, Dayton, Ohio, in the
Phoneton Church, June 5 with Rev. Elam
Dohner officiating.
Sisco-Heacock: Debbi, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. LaVerne Heacock, Skippack, Pa., and
Richard, son of Rev. and Mrs. Jay Sisco,
Grantham, Pa., June I 1 in the outdoor
amphitheater on the Messiah College Campus
with Rev. Jay Sisco officiating.
StaufTer-Shenk: Linda Kay, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Benjamin E. Shenk and Jay Richard,
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard StaufTer,
Sr., both of Lancaster, Pa., at the Calvary
Independent Church, Lancaster, May 26 with
Rev. Robert M. Reid officiating.
Wenger-Vulgamott: Theresa, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Luther Vulgamott, Waynesboro, Pa.,
and Marlin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joel Wenger,
Greencastle, Pa., in the Five Forks Church,
June 10 with Pastor James Esh officiating.
Alexander-Engle: Bonnie Beth, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald D. Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa.,

and Anthony Cedric, son of Mrs. Nora L.
Alexander, Harrisburg, Pa., June 24 in the
Cross Roads Church with Rev. Roy Peterman
officiating.
Frain-Effland: Kathy, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Effland. St. Thomas, Pa., and
Larry, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Frain, Greencastle, Pa., in the Five Forks Church, June 14
with Pastor James Esh officiating.
Frey-Thrush: Arlene, daughter of Mrs. and
Mrs. Ralph Thrush and Wesley Frey, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Emerson Frey, June 10 at the
Montgomery Church with Rev. Jack Yost and
Rev. Glenn Hensel officiating.
Goshorn-Myers: Mildred, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Harry N. Myers, and Donald, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Jay W. Goshorn, Chambersburg,
Pa., April 8 in the Air Hill Church with Rev.
Roger N. Witter officiating.
Leatherman-Rawn: Mrs. Ellen Rawn,
Hatfield, Pa., and Abner Leatherman, Perkasie,
Pa., May 23 in the Souderton Church with Rev.
John Byers officiating.
Peckman-Rotz: Evelyn, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Clarence Rotz, and Lowell, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Lester Peckman, Chambersburg, Pa.,
May 13 in the Air Hill Church with Rev.
Charles Rife and Dale Engle officiating.
Redcay-Garman: Shirley, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Garman and Marlin, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Redcay, Ephrata, Pa., June
18 in the Refton Church with Rev. Dale Allison
officiating.
Wolgemuth-Sloan: Barbara Ann, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. G. Walter Sloan and Dwight L.,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Abner Wolgemuth, both of
Mt. Joy, Pa., June 9 in the Chiques Methodist
Church with Rev. Woodrow Kern officiating
assisted by Rev. Roy Peterman.

OBITUARIES
Hummel: Mrs. Sara Hummel, wife of Fred
Hummel, passed away May 29, 1972. She is
survived by her husband, one son, Charles, four
daughters: Mrs. Donley Marley, Mrs. Arthur
Shoud, Feida and Mary Ellen; eight
grandchildren; two brothers; and one sister. The
funeral was held at the Heilig Funeral Home
with burial in Henry Eberly Cemetery.
Reagan: Samuel B. Reagan, New Carlisle,
Ohio, born July 31, 1893, in Scottdale, Pa.,
passed away June 10, 1972 in Dayton, Ohio. His
wife Georgia, predeceased him three months
ago. Both were members of the Phoneton
Church. Survivors are four step-daughters: Mrs.
Margaret Bauer, Mrs. Ruth Pounds, Mrs.
Helen Parker, Mrs. Lynn Cadena; two sisters;
eleven step-grandchildren; and four step-great
grandchildren. The funeral service was in the
Trostel-Chapman Funeral Home, New Carlisle,
Ohio, with interment in Glen Haven Memorial
Gardens. Pastor Elam O. Dohner officiated.
Lambert: Joel Lambert, son of the late Mr.
and Mrs. George Lambert, Wainfleet, Ontario,
was born July 31, 1889, and passed away June
22, 1972. He united with the Wainfleet Church
in 1941. He is survived by his niece, Mrs.
Clarence Mackesney and his nephew, Orland
Lambert. The funeral service was held at the
Bullack Funeral Home, Dunnville, Ontario,
with Rev. Edward Gilmore officiating. Interment in the Zion Cemetery.
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The Contemporary Scene
Judge Sees Deteriorating Family
Life a Threat To U.S.

A senior U.S. district judge warned a Lutheran
congregation in Washington, D. C , that there are
dangerous signs on the horizon signalling the deterioration of the family.
"It seems strange," Judge Luther W. Youngdahl said
in a message at Augustana Lutheran Church, "that in
atheistic, Communistic Russia they are placing greater
emphasis upon the significance and permanency of the
marriage relationship and we, in this so-called Christian
democracy, are following a trend in the opposite direction."
The judge saw an "ominious similarity to the disintegration of the family when Rome declined and the
condition of far too many families in Western
civilization."
"The family is intrinsic to human life and society," he
added. "It is an institution sanctioned by law, blessed by
religion and extolled in its highest achievements by
literature and art."
Speaking from his Christian upbringing and subsequent judicial experience, the former three-term governor
of Minnesota set forth conditions favorable to
"civilizing" the infant and child: "satisfying person-toperson relationships first of all with the parents, or parent
substitutes, and with the immediate family.
The 76-year-old judge said he is distressed by the
"recent tendency" of states to "make it easy" for people
to obtain divorces. In many states, he said, persons
seeking a divorce may obtain one merely by agreeing to
live separately for a year or two, which is the only
grounds required.

Smoking Held Violation
Of a Jewish Law

A medical ethics authority calls smoking a violation of
Jewish law in a new book published by Yeshiva University.
Dr. Fred Rosner, chief of the Hematology Division of
the Queens Hospital Center, affiliated with the Long
Island Jewish-Hillside Medical Center, calls on the
Jewish community "to marshall its forces in an attack on
the promotional activities of the tobacco industry" in
i iodem Medicine and Jewish Law, a collection of essays.
"In light of the overwhelming medical evidence
providing the causal relationship of cigarette smoking to

cancer of the lung, heart disease and chronic bronchitis,"
Dr. Rosner writes, "Jewish law absolutely prohibits this
practice."
As evidence of how Jewish law forbids such a custom,
he cites Deuteronomy 4:9, which forbids placing oneself
in danger intentionally and passages from "The Laws of
the Murderer" of Maimonides' work, Mishneh Torah,
and Joseph Karo's Yoreh Deah, a later code of Jewish
law.
In his book, Dr. Rosner rejects the argument that
"many Jewish people smoke" as a justification by
asserting: "If many Jews commit a transgression, others
should certainly not follow. The 'pleasures' of adultery
are not condoned by even the most liberal-minded Jew.
Why then should the pleasures of smoking, which also
involve Biblical prohibitions be relegated to an inferior
status, to be treated more leniently?"
He urges physicians and rabbis to give up smoking "in
order to practice what they preach, and teach by
example." In addition, Dr. Rosner suggests that leading
rabbinic authorities "speak out on this subject without
timidity."

Lutherans Would Imprison
Only the "Dangerous"

Sweeping reforms are needed in U.S. prisons and the
manner of handling lawbreakers, delegates to the Dallas
convention of the 3.2 million-member Lutheran Church
in America declared.
The churchmen said imprisonment generally worsened
criminal behavior and intensified the problem for society.
Such treatment, they held, should be limited to offenders
"judged dangerous or violent."
A statement issued by the denomination declared that
"the popular assumption that confinement is normally
the most appropriate penalty for criminal behavior has
proven itself fallacious."
The governing convention took its stand by adopting a
statement prepared by its board of social relations in a
two-year study aided by a panel of experts.
"Jails and prisons are schools of alienation and
violence," the report said. "Those persons who survive
them constitute a growing pool of disaffected men and
women . . . . Nevertheless, much of the public looks
approvingly upon the segregation of offenders from the
communities to which they eventually must return."
The Lutherans urged an overhaul for the system, with
emphasis on rehabilitation, not punishment.
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